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DUMPING.—Excavated material will be the property pf the United States and be disposed of strictly in accordance with Instructions from the inspector.                           W. P. C.
124. Specifications for an Earthen Dam. The following specification for an earthen dam across a stream for a storage reservoir for irrigation purposes is a fair illustration of a method of writing the specifications for such a purpose. It is sufficiently elastic to allow the engineer great discretion in the matter of adapting the methods to the particular material encountered, while at the same time it gives to the contractor a fair idea as to the amount of work which will be required of him, and therefore as to its approximate cost. This is really all he cares to know at the time he makes his bid.
The object in the mind of the engineer in writing this specification was to make as impervious a dam as possible with the materials which were known to exist in the immediate vicinity, without making the cost extravagant. The earthwork was well insured against overflow by having a very long spillway across the dividing ritlge between this and an adjacent drainage basin some distance above the dam.
SPECIFICATION KOK AN BAKTHKN DAM:—After the work has been staked out, the top soil and nil vegetable matter shall be wholly removed from the area of the work. This area shall be cleared to the satisfaction of the.engineer, and no allowance will be made therefor. The material removed, which is sufficiently free iiom vegetable matter, may afterwards be used for building the outer loe of the clam.
The .sides 01 the valley shall be terraced or stepped with risers one toot lutfh, over the whole area of contact with the dam. 'I hese terraces shall also have offsets horizontally as shown in the sketch. They shall be cut to the depth indicated by the engineer, and the material excavated will be paid for as excavation.
A trench shall be opened from the surface to and into the gravel stratum, of the dimensions as shown on the drawings, being about 16 feet wide at the surface, and about 6 feet wide at the bottom. Thin trench extends the entire length of the dam and up to the side slopes; it extends to the rock after the gravel stratum ib passed. This work will be paid for as excavation.

